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ANOTHER KILLING PEST
And so is a strawberry �H5

A rose is a rose

Around the garden of the historic
Bryden Road home, bronze figures
stand guard over remnants of
Columbus’ past.

A statue of Dionysus — Greek god
of the grape harvest — perches atop
a limestone pedestal salvaged from
a balcony in Capital University’s
Mees Hall when it was renovated in
the early 1990s. 

Weathered arches, part of a Span-
ish-style building that was razed to
build the now-dismantled City Cen-
ter mall, blend with sculptor Gary
Ross’ forms of Dionysus’ wife and
followers among the greenery.

The fragments of Columbus his-
tory were gathered by Ross, 70, a

sculpture professor at Capital who is
sharing his charmed backyard during
the Summer Tour of Historic Homes
next Sunday in the Olde Towne East
neighborhood.

“I thought they were beautiful
objects,” Ross said, “and I hated to
see them destroyed.”

Such reverence for the downfallen
is shared by many residents in Olde
Towne East who rescued their his-
toric homes from neglect.

The neighborhood — inhabited by
the city’s well-to-do in the late 1800s
and early 1900s — housed famous
residents such as author and
cartoonist James Thurber and
painter Alice Schille before its
decline in the 1960s. 

Tour shows off efforts to save grand old residences
By Leah Wynalek
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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Sculptor Gary
Ross is sharing
his charmed
backyard during
the Summer
Tour of Historic
Homes next 
Sunday in the
Olde Towne East
neighborhood.

Dick Gurevitz moved through
his Whitehall home like a mole
through tunnels. 

A narrow lane connecting
major rooms had been carved
out of stuff stacked to shoulder

height. Suitcases,
folding chairs,
paintings, trash
cans, papers and
boxes jammed
with Gurevitz’s
collections left no
room to move.

Yet Gurevitz
managed to exist
in the house. 

That was before
Halloween week-

end 2009, when a crew arrived to
film an episode of the A&E TV
show Hoarders, which features
alarming profiles of Americans
whose homes and lives have
been consumed by stuff (or
worse: Some shows depict
homes overtaken by vermin). 

Four days later, with the help
of more than 30 people, Gure-
vitz’s home was transformed
into a functional, livable space. 

I sat down with Gurevitz early
last month to see what impact
the show had on his life. I was
curious about whether the tidi-
ness displayed at the end of the
show had lasted. 

The short answer is yes. Even
though Gurevitz did not want
me to see two spare rooms that
he acknowledged were messy,
the main rooms — living, dining
and kitchen — remained much
as they were when the Hoarders
crew left.

Gurevitz is the first to ac-
knowledge that his life is better
because of the show, but he has
mixed feelings about the experi-
ence. 

Like other Hoarders subjects, 

ON THE HOUSE
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Dick Gurevitz, foreground, and
cousin Jason Bromberg in Gure-
vitz’s living room

Ex-hoarder
holds on to
tidy rooms
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lousy housing market has driven hundreds of affluent central Ohioans to apartment complex-
es. � Now, can community gardens, sports bars, granite countertops and trips to Ikea keep them

there? � New high-end complexes from Groveport to Hilliard are offering a bevy of amenities to
attract and retain tenants, many of whom are paying more in rent than they might on a mort-

gage. � “The same people who rent today might have bought three years ago,” said Sam
Stark, the sales manager with Lifestyle Communities, whose newest apartment complex —
the Paddock at Hayden Run — boasts a 7,000-square-foot sports bar called the Goat.

“There’s still fear in the housing
market. People want to be mobile,
and they’re willing to pay a premi-
um for living in an apartment.” 

Adding to the appeal, the Pad-
dock offers a beach volleyball
court, a staffed workout facility,
hardwood floors, stainless-steel
appliances and 9-foot ceilings.

Down Hayden Run Road, the
new Hilliard Grand complex pro-
vides a dog park, a community
garden, a car wash, 9-foot ceilings,
Wi-Fi, a fire-pit terrace and
washer-dryer hookups. 

Those perks and others are in
addition to once-luxurious fea-
tures now considered a must in
high-end rentals: fitness centers,
movie rooms, clubhouses, pools,

business centers and open floor
plans. 

To those in the industry, such
amenities are more than just
brochure fodder: They are tools in
what could be a watershed mo-
ment in modern housing. 

The U.S. homeownership rate
has dropped to 66.4 percent of
households, its lowest level in 13
years and down from a peak of
69.2 percent in 2004. Although 
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John Scruggs could buy a home, but he likes the freedom and amenities at the Paddock at Hayden Run apartments. 

LEFT: Anthony Verrilli and Noelle
Carusillo take a break in the
Goat, a sports bar at the Pad-
dock at Hayden Run. 

LEASE IS MORE
Apartments boost amenities to attract, retain ownership-shy tenants

A
By Jim Weiker | THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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• See Our Locations at www.bargain–outlets.com

All Possible with Our
Guaranteed

Lowest Prices!

60"x21" Heritage Oak or Cherry
Bath Vanity

• SKU: 5024999

Patio Door
with Built-In Mini Blinds

• Both doors open• SKU: 4532939

built-in
blinds

$149
61” x 22” White Double Bowl

Cultured Marble Vanity Top
• SKU: 5020474

Compare
To $170!

$349 12' Wide Armstrong Value
Sheet Vinyl

• 5-Yr Limited Residential Warranty • Patterns vary by store
•SKU: 5517033, 5517034, 5517035, 5517036

79¢
Sq. Ft.

$489



A garden sculpture graces
Gary Ross’ backyard. 

After the completion of I-71, many
of the wealthy fled to surrounding
suburbs, and the area’s homes fell into
disrepair, said Alex Macke, tour
organizer and an Olde Towne East
resident. 

“The neighborhood had really
changed,” he said. “There was a lot of
downturn in real estate, but the artis-
tic and creative really saw a value in
this area.”

This year, the Olde Towne East tour
will feature 16 houses and gardens on
Bryden Road.

The spacious homes, a mix of Vic-
torian, Georgian revival and Dutch
colonial styles, offer a different experi-
ence from home tours at nearby sites
such as German Village, Macke said.

“In German Village, the challenge is
what amazing things you can do in a
small space,” he said. “In this area, the
challenge is, ‘Oh, my gosh, how did
you afford to put this back together?’ 

“There’s a lot more land and a lot
more house to deal with here.”

Bryden residents Robert Pilarski and
Chet Domitz, who have lived in their
Colonial revival for a year and a half,
are putting their home and garden on
the tour for the first time. 

The previous owner did most of the
restoration on the interior, Pilarski
said, but he and Domitz altered the
home’s aesthetic from modern to a
mix of contemporary and Arts and
Crafts decoration.

They made major changes to the
third-floor master suite, he said.
Before Pilarski and Domitz purchased
the house, the suite included a mod-
ern-style elliptical wall, which they
quickly restored to the home’s flatter,
vintage look.

The backyard was the biggest chal-
lenge, Pilarski said.

The house — which had been
turned into a nursing home in the
1970s — was once utilitarian, includ-
ing chain-link fences, concrete side-
walks and asphalt instead of grass,
and a fire escape that led from a third-
floor window into the backyard, he
said.

But the self-proclaimed “garden
fanatic” got to work fast, transforming
his yard into a tranquil green space
centered around a rectangular pond.

Other gardens on tour are less con-
ventional.

James Arter, 68, an associate artist at
the Greater Columbus Arts Council,
turned his yard into a woodland play-
ground where toy dinosaur figures
mingle with strategically placed tree
limbs.

The property also features an iron
gazebo built in the 1800s, which he
inherited from the house next door.

But when he purchased the home
18 years ago, there was no landscap-
ing, only a 250-year-old mulberry tree
— just one of the many property proj-
ects in the recently revived neigh-
borhood.

“The one thing’s that neat here (in
Olde Towne) is that you’ve got homes
in transition,” Pilarski said. “You can
see not everything is perfect and . . .
get an idea of what they come from
and they’re going through.”

lwynalek@dispatch.com
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Artwork brightens the backyard of Robert Pilarski and Chet Domitz’s home,
which is on the Olde Towne East tour for the first time. 

If you go
SUMMER TOUR OF HISTORIC HOMES

The Olde Towne East neighborhood will showcase 16 homes
and gardens from 1 to 7 p.m. next Sunday.
The tour begins at the Columbus City Preparatory School for
Girls, 1390 Bryden Rd. Tickets cost $15 in advance (online or in
person), or $20 the day of the tour. A list of locations to buy
tickets in advance can be found at www.oldetowneeast.org.

HOMES ON THE TOUR: 
� 1122 Bryden Rd.: This
Queen Anne-style home fea-
tures arched front windows
and decorative brick masonry.
� 1227 Bryden Rd.: A large
front porch and rear garden
pond mark this brick home,
which dates from 1900.
� 1240 Bryden Rd.: This
landmark home has main-
tained its original slate roof,
gutters and chimney stacks.
� 1270 Bryden Rd.: The home
turned art gallery features a
backyard dragon named
Draco.
� 1320 Bryden Rd.: Art-glass
windows on the second floor
are a focal point of this home,
which includes a lush garden
in the back.
� 1391 Bryden Rd.: A second-
floor elliptical window is bor-
dered by limestone embel-
lishments in this Colonial
revival.
� 1412 Bryden Rd.: Pocket
doors and hardwood floors
charmed the home’s owners,
who later updated the rear
garden to include a waterfall.
� 1424 Bryden Rd.: The
home’s solid brick exterior and
masonry accents complement
a comfortable woodland
garden.

� 1562 Bryden Rd.: Stained-
glass windows and leaded-
glass sashes decorate this
solid American foursquare.
� 1620 Bryden Rd.: The
owners, who recently reno-
vated the kitchen and bath,
are dedicated to organic
gardening at their Colonial-
style home.
� 1702-1704 Bryden Rd.: The
brick double includes Arts and
Crafts architectural details and
a fragrant garden with herbs
and lilacs.
� 1724 Bryden Rd.: A gam-
brel roof accents this spacious
Dutch colonial revival.
� 1765 Bryden Rd.: Beautiful
interior woodwork character-
izes this house, which includes
a gentlemen’s smoking porch
and a butler’s pantry.
� 1777 Bryden Rd.: The home
mixes old with new, including
heated master-bath floors and
a gourmet kitchen among
original pocket doors and
fireplaces.

GARDENS ON THE TOUR:
� 1221 Bryden Rd.: The yard,
once a gravel parking lot, now
features majestic trees, a fish
pool and 15 bronze sculptures.
� 1224 Bryden Rd.: A farm-
house in the 1880s, the gar-
den emphasizes its sculptures
and original well platform. 

Plantings surround a pool
in Pilarski and Domitz’s
backyard.

“The artistic and creative
really saw a value in this
area.”
ALEX MACKE
tour organizer
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be on display at each stop. 
INCLUDED IN THE TOUR ARE:
� 283 Siebert St.
� 326 E. Deshler Ave.
� 49 E. Gates St.
� 60 E. Gates St.
� 325 E. Gates St.
� 389 E. Gates St.
� 125 City Park Ave.
� 233 Moler St.
� 241 Moler St.
� 185 E. Welch Ave.
� St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
322 Stewart St.
� Merion Village Dental, 1250
S. High St.
� Plant Pride on Parsons at Hal
& Al’s, 1297 Parsons Ave. 
� Merion Village Information
Center
Visit www.merionvillage.org.
NEXT SUNDAY

Hungarian Village tour
Hungarian Village — an up-and-
coming neighborhood just south
of Merion Village — has 11
gardens that will be open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. next Sunday.
INCLUDED IN THE TOUR ARE:
� 1641 S. 4th St. 
� 143 E. Hinman Ave. 
� 149 E. Hinman Ave. 
� 155 E. Hinman Ave. 
� 167 E. Hinman Ave. 
� 236 E. Hinman Ave. 
� 241 E. Hinman Ave. 
� 294 E. Hinman Ave. 
� 325 E. Hinman Ave. 
� 326 E. Hinman Ave. 
� 338 E. Hinman Ave. 
Visit susanbhalpern@yahoo.com.

Please mail tour information to
Home & Garden, The Dispatch,
34 S. 3rd St., Columbus, OH
43215. 

comingup@dispatch.com

NEXT SUNDAY

Worthington Historical
Home and Garden Tour
A tour of 13 sites will take place
from 12:30 to 5:30 p.m. next
Sunday offering a glimpse of
Worthington architecture from the
1800s.

INCLUDED IN THE TOUR ARE:
� Old Rectory, 50 W. New Eng-
land Ave., built in the early
1840s as a home for the rector of
St. John’s Episcopal Church, now
home of the Worthington Histor-
ical Society and a doll museum.
� Orange Johnson House, 956
High St., built in 1811 by noted
mason Arora Buttles, now a
museum operated by the Wor-
thington Historical Society.
� Boarding House, 25 Fox Lane,
an 1814 Buttles brick building.
� Ripley House, 623 High St., a
circa-1820 Buttles brick building.
� Grand Lodge of Ohio. 634
High St., an 1820 Buttles brick
building.
� High Road Gallery, 12 E.
Stafford St., an 1818 home that
Buttles built for his wife and him
after the War of 1812.
� Travis Scott House, 72 E.
Granville Rd., a post-and-beam
house built around 1820.
� Skeele House, 700 Hartford
St., built in 1827.
� Mattoon-Woodrow House, 72
E. North St., built in 1827.
� Topping-Evans House, 92 E.
Granville Rd., built in 1845.
� 680 Hartford St., an 1880s
farmhouse.
� Vest House, 91 E. Granville
Rd., built in 1860.
� Horace Wright Family House,
137 E. Granville Rd., built in
1861.
Tickets cost $10 in advance at
Fritzy Jacobs, the Shop at the Old
Rectory and the Worthington
farmers market, or $15 the day of
the tour at 11:30 a.m. at the Old
Rectory or at noon at the Orange
Johnson House. 
Call 614-885-1247 or visit
www.worthingtonhistory.org. 
NEXT SUNDAY

Blossom Tour
of Worthington Hills
Eight Worthington Hills gardens

will be open from 1 to 5 p.m. next
Sunday in a tour sponsored by
the Worthington Hills Garden
Club. Visitors will see beautiful
gardens featuring woodland
settings; golf course vistas; stun-
ning stonework; water features;
and plantings of perennials,
shrubs and trees. All proceeds
will benefit the Habitat for
Humanity-Greater Columbus
landscaping fund.
Tickets cost $7 in advance at
www.worthingtonhillsgardenclub.
org, or $10 the day of the tour at
the Worthington Hills Country
Club, 920 Clubview Blvd. S. 
Call 614-436-5626.

NEXT SUNDAY

“The West Side 
Garden Story”
Eight gardens in Marysville will be
open from 1 to 5 p.m. next Sun-
day in a tour sponsored by the
Union County master gardeners. 
Tickets cost $8 in advance at
McAuliffe’s Ace Hardware, Natural
Accents Florist, Twisted Sister
Florists and the Scheiderer Farms
Greenhouse, or $10 the day of
the tour at the Veterans Memorial
Monument site on the courthouse
lawn, 215 W. 5th St. Visit
www.union.osu.edu/topics/
master-gardener-volunteer-
program.

NEXT SUNDAY

Merion Village 
garden tour
Ten gardens and four specialty
stops in Merion Village will be
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. next
Sunday in a free tour. 
Maps will be available at each
location. Local food will be sold
at the Merion Village Association
Information Center, 1330 S. 4th
St. Art by Ruby Rose Studio will

HOUSE &
GARDEN TOURS

WORTHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Boarding House in Worthington will be part of the His-
torical Society Home and Garden Tour next Sunday. 
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LENDERS, TO PARTICIPATE
IN THIS FEATURE

CALL BANKRATE.COM
@ 800-509-4636

ADVANTAGE BANK 614-880-1236
http://www.advantagebank.com

30 yr fixed 4.625 0.250 $880 5% 4.693
15 yr fixed 3.750 0.500 $880 5% 3.903
30 yr FHA 4.500 0.000 $1075 4% 5.336
20 yr fixed 4.375 0.750 $880 5% 4.526
Ask about our 15/1 ARM no closing cost mortgage.
(C) 440 Polaris Parkway, Suite 250, Westerville, OH 43082

AIMLOAN.COM 888-551-6509
http://www.aimloan.com

30 yr fixed 4.375 0.000 $325 20% 4.392
15 yr fixed 3.625 0.000 $325 20% 3.654
10/1 ARM 3.625 0.000 $325 20% 3.389
5/1 ARM 2.750 0.000 $325 20% 2.917
Certified Upfront Lender! Rates & GFE Online 24/7!
(A) 4121 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego, CA 92108, NMLS#2890,

BANCOHIO FINANCIAL 614-781-7900/866-903-7900
http://www.bancohio.com

30 yr fixed 4.490 0.000 $500 20% 4.516
10 yr fixed 3.500 0.000 $500 20% 3.564
5/1 ARM 2.750 0.000 $500 20% 2.925
15 yr fixed 3.625 0.000 $500 20% 3.669
Commercial/business loans too. Apply at www.bancohio.com
(A) 285 South Liberty Street, Powell, OH 43065 MB.804012.000

CHARTER MORTGAGE COMPANY, INC. 614-841-0001X102
http://www.chartermortgageohio.com

30 yr fixed 4.500 0.000 $895 20% 4.799
15 yr fixed 3.750 0.000 $895 20% 3.990
30 yr FHA 4.375 0.000 $895 4% 4.699
30 yr VA mtg 4.500 0.000 $895 0% 4.546
Same Day Approvals/ 7 days a week
(B) 500 W. Wilson Bridge Road, Suite 110, Worthington, OH 43085

FIRST OHIO HOME FINANCE, INC. 614-818-1850
http://www.firstohiohome.com

30 yr fixed 4.625 0.000 $775 20% 4.665
10 yr fixed 3.375 0.000 $775 20% 3.474
5/1 ARM 2.875 0.000 $775 20% 2.981
30 yr FHA 4.500 0.000 $775 4% 4.540
A+ rated with the BBB of Columbus! Free rate float down.
(A) 385 County Line Road W., Suite 200, Westerville, OH 43082 MB.801145.000

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL GROUP 888-294-1388

30 yr fixed 4.500 0.000 $0 5% 4.525
30 yr FHA 4.250 0.000 $0 4% 4.276
15 yr fixed 3.750 0.000 $0 5% 3.775
5/1 ARM 2.875 0.000 $0 5% 2.975
FHA refi w no appraisal. Call today.
(B) 7973 Washington Woods, Centerville, OH 45459 MB.802244.000

LOAN ONE MORTGAGE CO., INC. 614-212-9000
http://www.loanonelender.com

30 yr fixed 4.500 0.000 $695 20% 4.536
15 yr fixed 3.750 0.000 $695 20% 3.812
5/1 ARM 2.625 0.000 $695 20% 2.891
30 yr FHA refi 4.250 0.000 $695 3% 4.286
Construction/Renovation Loans Now Available
(A) 229 Huber Village Blvd., Westerville, OH 43081 MB.803872.000

PARKVALE MORTGAGE CORP 614-882-1182
http://www.parkvale.com

30 yr fixed 4.625 0.000 $733 5% 4.688
30 yr jumbo 4.875 0.000 $733 5% 4.897
5/1 ARM 3.000 0.000 $733 5% 3.220
5/1 jumbo ARM 3.125 0.000 $733 5% 3.264
Great Rate Home Equity Lines Available!
(C) 4200 Regent Street, Suite 200, Columbus, OH 43219

PREMIER MORTGAGE CONSULTANTS LTD 800-910-9480 EXT. 4
http://www.pmtgconsult.com

30 yr fixed 4.375 0.000 $0 20% 4.379
20 yr fixed 4.250 0.000 $400 20% 4.278
15 yr fixed 3.625 0.000 $400 20% 3.660
5/1 ARM 2.875 0.000 $0 20% 2.881
RATED TOP 5 MOST COMPETITIVE IN NATION BY WALL ST JOURNAL!
(A) 14700 Detroit Avenue, Suite 3, Lakewood, OH 44107

STRATEGIC MORTGAGE CO. 614-444-5626
http://www.444loan.com

30 yr fixed Call for Rates
30 yr FHA Call for Rates

REHAB LOANS w/ 3.5% DOWNPAYMENT
(A) 40 W. 3rd Avenue, Columbus, OH MB.803180.000

Visit www.dispatch.com/delivery or 
call 614-461-8585 to see if there’s a 
delivery area open near you!

DELIVER

WHAT’S
IN IT FOR
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A paid exercise routine 
while others sleep


