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COURTESY OF JESSICA BRUCE

Joey Malagisi and Jessica Bruce
of Powell

Fairy tale
continues,
thanks
to ‘Oprah’
By Amy Saunders
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

KYLE ROBERTSON

Jordyn Vance, twirling lighted hoops, on the dance floor in the Circus

DISPATCH PHOTOS

FEELING THE BEAT
Columbus dance clubs
shake to the pulse
of bass-heavy sound
By Leah Wynalek | THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

T

he stringy-haired disc jockey Bassnectar
drops a heavy beat and the speakers rumble, revving up the crowd on the dance
floor inside Lifestyle Communities Pavilion.
Some boast animal masks and furry hats,
accessories befitting the bold music. Others
look tamer in bright-yellow T-shirts. A fan
breaks open a glow stick, speckling the dancing
mob with fluorescent light.
Like parasites, the 20-somethings feed on the
bass, raising their hands overhead to hail the
thunderous, chest-rattling pulse that grows
more frenzied with the building sound.
These so-called “bassheads” represent a
growing subsection of electronic-music fans.
They thrive on throbbing, jittery undercurrents
and synthesized beats such as those that Lorin
Ashton (the California musician nicknamed
Bassnectar) layers with pop-music sound
samples.
Their growing numbers serve as evidence of

ABOVE: DJ Cornelius
Jackson at work in
the Circus

See CLUBS Page D2

YOU TELL US
 Where do you like to dance the night away?
Share the details at Dispatch.com/youtellus.

The story of Jessica Bruce and
Joey Malagisi is a fairy-tale
romance, if there ever was one.
They met during a 2008 production by the Worthington
Community Theatre: She played
Cinderella; he was the prince.
“Not to be
cliche,” Bruce
 The Oprah
Winfrey Show said, “but he was
airs at 4 p.m. very charming.”
During the final
weekdays on
scene of the play
WBNS-TV
(Channel 10). — when the two
were supposed to
be whispering
inaudible wedding vows — Malagisi instead asked her a real-life
question.
“I’d like for us to continue a
relationship outside of this,” he
told her. “Will you be my steady
girlfriend?”
Three years later, Malagisi, 24,
wanted to propose, but the
couple couldn’t afford a wedding.
Bruce, 22, remains unemployed
a year after her graduation in
psychology from Wittenberg
University; he is an inventorycontrol coordinator at a distribution center in Groveport. Both are
living with her parents in Powell.
So Malagisi contacted The
Oprah Winfrey Show, thinking of
the “Harpo Hookups” segment in
which viewers’ dreams come true.
A lifelong Disney fan and princess wannabe, Bruce has long
wanted to get married at Disney
World.
The couple will appear on
Oprah today but can’t discuss the
episode details — the talk-show
host, after all, loves surprises.
Thanks to Winfrey, Bruce
already experienced a few before
taping the show last week in
Chicago.
See FAIRY TALE Page D3

SO TO SPEAK

Two benefit from week together
The blind horse found a home,
and the high-school student who
saved his life found a career.
How’s that for a productive
school assignment?
Maggie Cellar, 17, is a junior at
Linworth Alternative School in
Worthington.
Part of her education was to do
a weeklong internship this spring.
Long interested in animals, she
arranged to work with Dede Cole,
who operates Exhale Equine Massage and Rehabilitation in Circleville.
Cole introduced Maggie to
Black, a 14-year-old horse with
sightless eyes, dandruff, hoof

problems and a
curved spine
(from circling in
his stall at a
Pickaway County
stable).
Black’s owner
had fallen on
hard times, and
JOE
the stable where
she boarded him
BLUNDO
couldn’t provide
charity care forever. Euthanasia
was likely within days.
“I was horrified,” Maggie said.
“He’s the sweetest horse I’d ever
met.”
Before he went blind, Black had

been trained for calf-roping. He
was gentle and easy to ride.
Maggie rode him and helped Cole
treat his spinal curvature with
exercises.
But she knew the clock was
ticking.
By the time the internship had
ended, Maggie was in the midst of
an intense search for someone
who could give a blind horse a
home.
She called camps, stables and
rescue groups.
None could take on the responsibility of a horse with so many
See BLUNDO Page D2
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Maggie Cellar of Worthington visits Black at Jill Atkins’ place in Ashville.
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DAILY ALMANAC
Today is Thursday, May 5, the
125th day of 2011. There are
240 days left in the year.
HIGHLIGHTS IN HISTORY
 On May 5, 1961, astronaut
Alan B. Shepard Jr. became
America’s first space traveler with
a 15-minute suborbital flight.
 In 1821, Napoleon Bonaparte,
51, died in exile on St. Helena.
 In 1891, New York’s Carnegie
Hall (then named “Music Hall”)
had its official opening night.
 In 1925, John T. Scopes was
charged in Tennessee with teaching the theory of evolution.
(Scopes was found guilty, but his
conviction was later set aside.)
 In 1942, during World War II,
Japanese forces landed on the
Philippine island of Corregidor.
 In 1955, West Germany became a fully sovereign state.
 In 1961, President John F.
Kennedy signed a law raising the
minimum wage to $1.15 an hour,
then to $1.25 an hour.
 In 1981, Bobby Sands of the
Irish Republican Army died on his
66th day of a prison hunger
strike.
 Ten years ago: Pope John
Paul II became the first pope to
visit Syria, where he was asked to
take the Arabs’ side in their
dispute with Israel because of the
“Jewish persecution of Jesus
Christ.”
 Five years ago: A military
transport helicopter crashed in
eastern Afghanistan, killing all 10
U.S. soldiers on board.
 One year ago: Plans for a
mosque and cultural center near
the site of the World Trade Center
in New York were unveiled, setting
off a national debate about
whether the project was disrespectful to Sept. 11 victims.
THOUGHT FOR TODAY
“It’s a very sobering feeling to be
up in space and realize that one’s
safety factor was determined by
the lowest bidder on a government contract.” — Alan B.
Shepard Jr., American astronaut
(1923-98)
Source: Associated Press
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the electronic genre’s increased
presence in the Columbus-area
music scene.
Last month, 2,200 people
packed Ashton’s show at Lifestyle
— proof that an electrohouse DJ
can sell out a major venue in
central Ohio.
Electronic-dance genres such
as house and trance have been
popular for more than a decade.
Backed by a steady bass drum,
pop samples and electronic
sound effects, house is a staple in
dance clubs, although it has
maintained a stronger following
in Europe than the United States.
The more-ambient trance
genre is best-known as the
soundtrack to the rave scene of
the early 2000s.
The genres serve as the foundation for the styles of electronic
music that are becoming popular
now, said David Foust, president
of the Electronic Music Club at
Ohio State University.
Electrohouse, dubstep and
Top-40 mash-up remixes are less
formulaic than traditional electronic music, using a much
heavier bass and more-fragmented beat.
Dubstep originated in the
underground music scene of
southeastern London in 2000,
but the name wasn’t coined until
two years later. The sound went
global in 2007, with dance clubs
in major cities such as New York
and Seattle embracing it. It has
since gone viral.
“Three years ago, when we
played dubstep, we couldn’t even
keep a floor,” said Corey
Faulkner, one-half of the local DJ
duo that bills itself as Hot Mess.
“Now, it’s all anyone wants to
hear.”

 Cancer (June 22July 22): You have several
tasks to tackle, and you will
spend about two hours on
By Holiday Mathis
each. You will be incredibly
CREATORS SYNDICATE
productive, concentrating
intensely and doing what
Your birthday today:
needs to be done.
You’ll discover a different
 Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):
and more effective way of
You will benefit from exoperating with people.
ploring your interest in the
You’ll use the skill to bring
prosperity to you and yours. natural world. You have a
special connection with
July features a pilgrimage.
August brings love, laughter rocks, plants, animals and
weather. Studying and exand many beautiful nights
periencing nature brings
with good friends. Your
you back to your soul.
special bond with animals
 Virgo (Aug. 23drives the action in SeptemSept. 22): You’ll add new
ber. Libra and Leo people
people to your team. Help
adore you.
will come from someone
 Taurus (April 20confident enough to give
May 20): The extremes of
you a firm handshake while
work and play, socializing
looking you in the eye.
and self-interest, money
 Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):
and art aren’t easily balYou’ll gain the respect of a
anced. You’ll be adept at
boss or colleague because
this, however.
you have the heart to keep
 Gemini (May 21going forward even when
June 21): You’ll act as the
there’s no sign that you’ll
shaman of your group. You
find success.
won’t boss others around,
 Scorpio (Oct. 24yet you’ll cause them to
Nov. 21): You mostly keep
behave differently. You are
your opinions and observainfluential because you
tions to yourself. There is
speak your mind.
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 CELEBRATIONS
Send weddings, 50th anniversaries and other celebrations:
E-mail ...............ads@dispatch.com
Mail: Celebrations, The Dispatch
5300 Crosswind Dr.
Columbus, OH 43228
Fax .........................614-461-8552
Questions? .............614-559-1826
 ENTERTAINMENT
E-mail.....weekender@dispatch.com
Mail: Weekender Listings,
The Dispatch, 34 S. 3rd St.,
Columbus, OH 43215
Fax .........................614-559-1754
Questions? .............614-461-5221

TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES

Both vulnerable. East deals.

WEST
KJ2
K652
 10 9 2
 Q 10 3

NORTH
A9
 10 9 7 4
AK4
J874

EAST
 Q 10 6 3
83
J8653
A6

SOUTH
8754
AQJ
Q7
K952
The bidding:

EAST
Pass
Pass
Pass

SOUTH
1
1NT
Pass

WEST
Pass
Pass
Pass

NORTH
1
3NT
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Natalie Farell, 22, of Columbus
said she got hooked on electrohouse and dubstep when she
studied abroad in Australia.
“When I’d go out to the clubs,
all they’d play was electronic
music,” Farell said. “I mean, I’d
heard some techno before, but it
was just this whole new genre.
“The scene here has taken
longer to catch on.”
Ironically, said Sam Shalash,
owner of the Downtown music
venue the Mansion, as the demand for the genre grows, “there
really isn’t a venue large enough
to accommodate the crowd who
wants to come.”
The Mansion, with a capacity
of 2,300 — has become an electronic hot spot, hosting local DJs
weekly and recently attracting
such big names as Diplo, Steve
Aoki, Porter Robinson and Super
Mash Bros.
Short North clubs Circus and
Axis also regularly blast the
dance-worthy music. And
PromoWest Productions —
which has also booked sold-out
Tiesto and Girl Talk gigs at the LC
Pavilion and on Sunday hosted
electronic improv group EOTO at
the Newport Music Hall —
doesn’t plan to stop.
“That form of music is extremely hot right now,” Marissa
Luther, marketing manager at
PromoWest, wrote in an email.
“So we will continue to book
more and more of these artists.”
Said Shalash: “It’s that powerful kind of sound that takes you
somewhere else.”
Typically absent of a live band,
the DJ-driven shows are more
energetic than traditional concerts where a crowd stands back
and listens, said Kristen Hughes,
a student at Denison University
in Granville.
“They’re big dance parties,
basically,” she said. “It’s so much

By Tannah Hirsch

 COMMUNITY DATEBOOK
E-mail.......datebook@dispatch.com
Mail: Life, The Dispatch
34 S. 3rd St., Columbus, OH 43215
Fax .........................614-559-1754
Questions? .............614-461-5221

Life

better when you’re with a million
people, and you’re sweaty and
just dancing around.”
The concerts provide an excuse to wear ridiculous clothing,
too, said Hughes, 21, who attended the Bassnectar show in hotpink spandex leggings.
“What people wear is just so
wild — the brightest colors, crazy
sunglasses — just to be as creative as you can,” Farell said.
“I’m trying to expand my wardrobe to have two good outfits to
wear to shows.”
The bright colors and glow
sticks common at such concerts
perpetuate the fringe-driven rave
culture, longtime fans said.
The subculture has also infiltrated the mainstream, including
Top-40 music.
In Britney Spears’ 2011 music
video for the song Hold It Against
Me, her white gown is splattered
with neon paint during a grimy
dubstep breakdown midsong.
Rihanna and Katy Perry have
followed suit, incorporating
more electronic sound and
heftier bass in their singles —
with Perry’s recent E.T. single
serving as a prime example.
“I think a lot of people are
hearing that and getting turned
onto real electronic music,” said
Ray Galle, 26, a Michigan resident who drove to Columbus to
see Bassnectar.
“I like that I can hear Bassnectar at a big venue like the LC
Pavilion, so I don’t really care if
T.I. is using it in his songs.”
Shalash thinks the Mansion’s
sizable crowds suggest that the
genre has staying power.
“It’s not just techno repetitive
sound anymore,” he said. “I
think we’re part of a movement
right now, and years from now
we can sit back and look back on
it.”
lwynalek@dispatch.com

one thing you notice that
you should share, however,
or everyone will miss out.
 Sagittarius (Nov. 22Dec. 21): You like your life.
This is reflected in your
activities of the day. You say
“yes” only to propositions
that look, sound and feel as
if they are going to be fun.
 Capricorn (Dec. 22Jan. 19): You don’t ask anyone to be perfect. You just
ask them to show up and
try.
 Aquarius (Jan. 20Feb. 18): Some of your usual
self-care activities might
slip through the cracks. The
sacrifices you make, however, will be worth it. You can
catch up tomorrow.
 Pisces (Feb. 19March 20): You can come
back from a mistake, but
you much prefer to avoid
the pitfalls in the first place.
The research you do today
will allow for that.
 Aries (March 21April 19): You’re not working
for praise, laughter and
applause, but when they
come, you know you’re on
the right track.

This deal is from the final round of the
Blue Ribbon Pairs at the Fall North American Championships in San Diego. Sitting
North and South were the eventual winners, Bjorn Fallenius and Bart Bramley.
With a combined 24 high card points and
no long suit, North and South reached an
“iffy” no-trump game. A spade lead would
have left declarer with no play, but West
elected to lead a diamond, taken in dummy
with the king.
The heart finesse lost to the king, and
West persevered with diamonds, won in
the closed hand with the queen.
With entries at a premium, Bramley
boldly led the king of clubs from hand,
losing to the ace. With no fast entry back to
hand, East should have shifted to a spade,
but he persevered with diamonds, setting
up two winners in his hand but having no
fast entry to them. Declarer won, cleared
the ace and jack of hearts, and reverted to a
club.
Whether West rose with the queen, declarer had nine tricks: one spade, three
hearts, three diamonds and two clubs.
Scoring 600 points was worth 34 of a possible 38 match points.
gorenbridge@aol.com
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CHALLENGER

JUMBLE
comic
cranky
jelly
bounce
When she didn’t have
the right equipment
to change her flat tire,
she found a
— Lumberjack

CRYPTOQUOTE
An unfulfilled vocation drains the color from a man’s
entire existence. — Honore de Balzac

 Daily Sudoku on Page D3
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medical issues.
“I was desperate,” she said. “I was
really scared. My friends and I were
even talking about having five of us
pay $20 a month each (to foot the
horse’s $100-a-month stable bill).”
“There were a few tears,” said her
mother, Denisa Cellar.
By chance, Maggie’s aunt mentioned
the situation to a co-worker, Jill Atkins,
who lives on 10 acres near Commercial
Point and has a horse that needed a
companion.
A blind horse wasn’t exactly what she
had in mind.
“I know nothing about blind horses,”
Atkins said. “I did a lot of research.”
The research told her she would be
taking on an animal that would need
to be led in and out of the barn until
he learned to do it himself and could
be easily injured if not watched carefully.
Nevertheless, she said yes.
“I can’t stand to see any horse put to
sleep for anything like this,” Atkins
said.
That is why Black can now be found
happily grazing in a pasture, alongside
Amos, a quarter horse also owned by
Atkins.
Black’s spine is a little straighter, he
is groomed, and his hoof problems are
being treated. He’s docile enough not
to provoke Amos and shows no signs of
wandering into trouble.
“He’s feeling like a pretty lucky horse
right now,” Mrs. Cellar said.
As for Maggie, she plans on being a
regular visitor. And the experience of
getting so involved with Black has
cemented her decision about a career.
“I want to do horse rescue and rehabilitation. This experience is just a
confirmation of what I’ve always
wanted to do.”
Joe Blundo is a Dispatch columnist.
jblundo@dispatch.com

DEAR ABBY

Blunt talk could derail
sis’s hookup request
Dear Abby: I recently had
a conversation with my
married sister that left me
speechless. While making
plans to visit me for a few
days, she asked whether I
could
“hook her
up” with
any guys.
Not only
was it
awkward,
it left me
feeling
disgusted.
JEANNE
If a
person is
PHILLIPS
unhappy
in his or her marriage,
shouldn’t the marriage be
ended before looking for
someone else? (My brotherin-law thinks they have a
great marriage.)
A few days later, my sister
informed me that her “boyfriend” had broken things
off with her. She will be
visiting me soon, and I’m
sure this subject will come
up again. How do I handle
such an offensive situation?
— Dumbstruck
Down South
Dear South: Tell her exactly what you have written
to me.
Dear Abby: I’m a 15-yearold girl with five younger
siblings. It’s tough to get
along with everyone, but
my 8-year-old sister,
“Annie,” is especially difficult.
Annie steals. This has
been going on since she
could walk. She steals
jewelry, makeup, toys,
books and money. The only
way to get things back is by
searching her room. Our
relatives say she’ll grow out
of this, but it happens every
day. She destroys and
breaks whatever she steals
— including projects and
homework.

My parents have tried
everything — grounding
her, taking away privileges
— yet Annie doesn’t stop.
She lies and becomes frantic, and I’m worried something is wrong.
None of us has ever behaved like she does. What
should we do?
— Worried Sister
in New Jersey
Dear Worried Sister: The
behavior could be a symptom of a serious emotional
disturbance. It won’t be
corrected until your parents
understand what’s driving
your sister to steal and lie.
If Annie hasn’t been evaluated by her pediatrician
and a mental-health professional, she should be as
soon as possible.
Dear Abby: I recently
agreed to support my
neighbor in a charity walk
for breast cancer. Through
a mutual friend, I found out
that my neighbor rode a
free bus for a portion of the
13.1-mile walk.
She has since tried to
collect the “donation.” I
have politely declined to
pay because the donation
was predicated on her
completing the walk. What
do you think?
— Stickler in Colorado
Dear Stickler: Is it possible that your neighbor
rode the bus because she
was unable to make it
through the 13.1-mile walk?
Give her the donation in
a check made out to the
charity.
Write to Dear Abby at
Universal Press Syndicate,
in care of The Columbus
Dispatch, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069; for a
reply, enclose a selfaddressed, stamped envelope. Or visit www.dear
abby.com.

CROSSWORD NO. 2

